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STAFF  OF  THE  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  Divisional  Officer  for  South-West  Hertfordshire 

W,  Alcock,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  B.Hy.,  D.P.H. 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspector:- 

+  t  R.V.  Jacob,  M.S.I.A.  Died  22.12.195i(. 

Deputy  Senior  Sanitary  Inspectors:- 

ESxs=®  K.H.Marsden,  F.S.I.A.,  A. R, San.  I. 

Dietrict  sanitary  Inspector:- 

xs=6  G.F.Willcox,  M.S.I.A, 
s=lD  E.Ellerington,  D.P.A.,  F.S.I.A. 

Ss=(6  J.L.Willoughby,  M.R.San,  I.,  M.S.I.A^ 
s=^  T.B. Rosamond,  A,RoSan„ I*,  M.S.I.A, 


Inspector  under  Shops  Act:- 
A.  Corke. 

Clerical  Staff 

♦  Miss  M.Sherlock 
Miss  M. Johnson 
Miss  M. Goughian 


Part-time  Officer. 

+  Sanitary  Inspectors'  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute, 

=  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Sanitary  Inspectors' 
Examination  Joint  Board. 

t  Meat  Inspectors'  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

E  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  insanitary  Science  as 
applied  to  Buildings  and  public  Works. 

X  Diploma  of  Sanitary  Inspectors'  Examination  in  Sanitary  Science 
and  Administration. 

S’  Smoke  Inspectors'  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute, 

E  Associate  Membership  Examination,  Institute  of  Sanitary  Engineers. 
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THE  LATE  R.  V.  JACOB,  ESQ. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  Borough  of  Watford 
7th  December,  1938  to  22nd  December,  1954 


BOROUGH  OF  WATFORD 


Health  Department, 
Town  Hall, 
WATFORD. 
August,  1955. 


TO  THE  WORSHIPFUL  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILIORS.- 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  19514,. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  the  Department  suffered  a  serious  loss  by  the  death 
of  Mr. R.V. Jacob  v/ho  had  held  the  post  of  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  since  1958, 
and  had  given  over  3I4  years  service  to  the  Borough.  This  sad  event  cast  a  sombre 
shadow  over  the  Department  and  indeed  over  the  many  other  activities  with  which 
Mr. Jacob  was  cjnnected,  for,  by  his  selfless  devotion  to  the  Service,  he  had  en¬ 
deared  himself  to  all.  We  mourn  the  passing  of  a  faithful  colleague  and  true 
fri end. 

During  the  year  certain  noteworthy  events  took  place.  In  the  early  part  of 
the  year,  when  it  was  announced  that  in  July  control  of  meat  was  to  end  and  that 
the  Ministry  of  Food  proposed  to  release  control  of  slaughterhouses,  we  were  a 
little  concerned  as  to  the  position  wliich  would  be  created  in  Watford.  Our  fears 
however,  were  groundless.  Discussions  took  place  with  the  local  butchering  in¬ 
terests  and  satisfactory  assurances  were  received  that  existing  arrangements  for 
slaughtering  were  adequate  and  that  consumer  needs  would  be  met  without  difficul¬ 
ty.  This  has  since  proved  to  be  the  case. 

The  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  which  came  into  operation  during  the  year 
will  play  an  important  role  in  shaping  the  nation's  housing  policy  during  the 
next  fev/  years.  Since  the  war,  building  energy  has  been  chiefly  directed  towards 
the  erection  of  new  houses,  but  it  is  felt  that  the  time  has  come  to  survey  ex¬ 
isting  properties,  many  of  which  are  falling  into  serious  disrepair.  The  new  act 
facilitates  slum  clearance  procedure  and  the  enforcement  of  essential  repairs. 

It  also  enables  more  generous  grants  to  be  paid  to  owners  who  are  prepared  to 
undertake  imiproveirients  or  conversions  to  their  property. 

Regulations  m.ade  under  the  Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Act  came  into 
force  in  October  and  it  is  the  duty  of  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  see  that  app¬ 
liances  conply  with  the  Regulations.  Details  of  the  work  carried  out  are  given 
in  the  report  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 

During  the  year  the  Council  decided  to  accept  the  invitation  of  the  Ministiy 
of  Health  to  take  part  in  an  investigation  to  study  the  effect  of  adding  fluoride 
salts  to  the  local  water  supply.  They  camie  to  this  decision  after  carefully  con¬ 
sidering  the  reports  of  the  com,mittees  concerned,  and  in  the  light  of  the  Report 
of  the  United  Kingdom  Mission  which  visited  North  America  in  order  to  see  the 
work  which  has  already  been  done  tliere.  The  Mission  reported  favourably  upon 
their  findings.  They  found  conclusive  evidence  that  the  addition  of  fluoride  to 
waters  lacking  this  substance  brought  about  a  substantial  reduction  in  the  inci¬ 
dence  of  dental  decay  and  there  was  no  scientific  evidence  that  in  the  concentra¬ 
tion  used,  fluoride  salts  had  any  hannful  effect  whatsoever. 
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The  Mission  came  to  the  reasonable  conclusion  that  the  controlled  addition 
of  fluoride  to  certain  water  supplies  in  this  country  would  in  all  probability 
have  beneficial  results  comparable  with  those  found  in  America,  but  they  recom¬ 
mended  that  in  the  first  instance  fluoride  be  added  to  the  water  supplies  of  a 
few  selected  communities  which  would  become  study  centres  where  full  medical  and 
dental  examination  would  be  carried  out. 

Notwithstanding  the  testimony  of  the  Report  of  the  Mission  and  the  vast  ar¬ 
ray  of  supporting  scientific  evidence  of  the  value  of  fluoridation,  the  Council's 
decision  has  met  with  a  certain  amount  of  criticism.  At  the  time  of  writing,  how¬ 
ever,  the  Council  intend  to  proceed  with  the  project. 

During  the  year  twelve  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  to  the  Pub¬ 
lic  Health  Department^  Unfortunately  by  the  time  the  information  is  received  all 
trace  of  the  offending  article  of  food  has,  in  many  cases,  disappeared  and  the 
Inspectors  can  frequently  do  no  more  than  speculate  on  the  cause  of  the  outbreak. 
Many  mild  outbreaks  indeed  never  come  to  our  official  notice  at  all  and  one  is 
forced  to  the  conclusion  that  at  times  food  poisoning  is  extremely  common. 

There  are  many  causes  of  food  poisoning,  the  commonest  being  infection  by 
one  of  the  organisms  of  the  Salmonella  group,  which  have  their  habitat  in  the 
intestinal  tract  of  many  animals  including  rats,  domestic  animals,  cattle  and 
other  livestock,  such  as  ducks  and  turkeys.  These  organisms  may  either  produce 
acute  symptoms  of  food  poisoning  in  man,  or,  following  the  acute  attack,  or  in¬ 
dependently  of  it.  Infected  human  beings  may  carry  organism  in  the  bowel  with¬ 
out  symptoms.  There  is  little  doubt  that  such  carriers  are  frequently  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  spread  of  food  poisoning  and  in  fact  many  outbreaks  have  been 
traced  to  them.  Unless  such  carriers  are  scrupulously  careful  in  their  personal 
toilet  they  may  spread  their  infection  over  a  very  wide  area,  especially  if  their 
work  involves  the  serving  of  food.  Dining  out  has  now  become  a  national  habit 
and  it  is  not  difficult  to  see  how  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  may  occur  on  a 
large  scale. 

Your  inspectors  are  waging  a  zealous  campaign  in  food  hygiene  and  their 
efforts  to  ensure  that  the  public  are  supplied  with  clean  food  are  showing  grat¬ 
ifying  results.  Unfortunately  it  was  necessary  to  take  proceedings  against  two 
establishments  during  the  year  where  the  owners  had  failed  to  maintain  their 
premises  in  a  satisfactory  state  of  cleanliness, 

A  review  of  the  statistics  presented  indicates  on  the  whole  a  favourable 
trend.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  (18,7)  is  considerably  lower  than  that  for 
England  and  Wales  (25.5)  and  in  fact  a  remarkable  fall  in  infant  deaths  has 
taken  place  in  the  last  few  years  as  the  following  table  shows: - 


Year 

Birth 

Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate 

Maternal 

Mortality 

Rate. 

Tuberculosis 
Death  Rate. 

Cancer 

Death  Rate. 

1939 

15.3 

10.7 

36.1 

0.00 

0.57 

1.88 

19^0 

15,1 

11.7 

hh.3 

5.90 

0.59 

1.35 

19^41 

13.8 

10.9 

55.06 

0.90 

0.58 

1.62 

19h2 

17.^ 

10.9 

28, h 

1.50 

0.56 

1.75 

19^ 

16.5 

12.k 

ko.o 

l.lh 

0.32 

1.75 

19i+l4 

19.7 

Ih.B 

32.0 

3.69 

0,50 

1.59 

I9h5 

ll.h 

11.6 

28.2 

OM 

0.58 

2^0h 

I9k6 

18.6 

10.1 

23.3 

1.51 

0.36 

1.68 
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Year 

Birth 

Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate 

Maternal 

Mortality 

Rate 

Tuberculosis 
Death  Rate 

Cane er 

Death  Rate 

13k7 

19.6 

10.8 

28.6 

0.69 

0.23 

1.9ii 

l9kB 

15.7 

10.3 

2k.2 

0.00 

0.37 

1.81 

I9h9 

Ih.l 

10.8 

18.5 

0.00 

0.36 

2.06 

1950 

13.9 

10.8 

23.1 

0.00 

0.2h 

1.6l 

1951 

lii.O 

11.^4 

18.7 

0.00 

0.22 

1.66 

1952 

lit.l 

11.] 

25.2 

0.00 

0,15 

1.98 

1953 

13.3 

11.9 

25.9 

3.05 

0.17 

1.90 

195  U 

lh,0 

. 

10.5 

.. 

18.7 

2.89 

0.05 

1.9^4 

An  even  more  spectacular  decline  has  occurred  in  the  deaths  from  tubercul¬ 
osis.  Although  there  has  been  a  steady  downward  tendency  for  many  years  it  is 
only  since  the  introduction  of  new  drugs  in  the  last  ten  years  that  a  really 
remarkable  decline  has  occurred,  I  regret  to  say,  however,  that  this  decline 
in  the  death  rate  is  not  matched  by  a  similar  fall  in  the  incidence  of  tuber¬ 
culosis,  for  we  continue  to  discover  about  eighty  new  cases  a  year  'which  is 

about  the  same  nuir.ber  as  in  the  pre-war  years  {Qh  in  1938),  Tuberculosis  is 

an  essentially  preventable  disease  and  even  if  it  no  longer  constitutes  the 
threat  to  life  which  it  formerly  did,  it  represents  a  serious  break  in  the  life 
of  an  individual  and  a  grave  economic  loss  to  the  country,  for  the  treatment  of 
tuberculosis  to-day  is  both  lengthy  and  costly*  We  must  be  continually  asking 
ourselves  'what  more  we  can  do  to  reduce  the  incidence  of  this  still  serious 
disease. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  express  my  grateful  thanks  to  the  sanitary  in¬ 
spectors,  and  to  the  members  of  my  clerical  staff  -who  have  worked  extremely 
hard  during  the  year*  I  also  desire  to  thank  my  colleagues  in  other  departmerts 
for  the  help  they  have  given  me, 

I  should  also  like  to  thank  members  of  the  Council  for  the  support  they 
have  given  me  during  the  year  under  review* 


I  have  the  honour  to  be 
Your  obedient  Servant 


W.  ALCOCK, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  "A« 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (acres ) 

Estin.ated  civilian  population  to  mid-year  195^ 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (estimated) 

Rateable  value  at 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 


5,275 

72,i!90 

21-.29i|' 

701,013 

S-2,8hk 


Number  of  Live  Births  - 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

459 

502 

961 

Illegitimate 

28 

Number  of  Still  Births  - 

Mi 

1 

5^ 

1.018 

Legitimate 

13 

7 

20 

Illegitimate 

_1 

- _ 

J, 

14 

21 

Total  number  of  Births  (Live 
Total  number  of  Deaths 

and  Still) 

1,039 

758 

Causes  of  Death: 


19^  195(i 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ...  12 

Tuberculosis,  other 

Syphilitic  disease 

Diptheria 

Whooping  cough 

lleningococcal  Infections  ...  1 

Acute  poliomyelitis  ...  3 

Measles  ...  1 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  ...  4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ...  17 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  ...  26 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ...  23 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ...  8 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  6l 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ooi  3 

Diabetes  ...  8 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ...  106 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ...  124 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ...  12 

Other  heart  disease  ...  134 

Other  circulatory  disease  ...  38 

Influenza  ...  10 

Pneumonia  ...  62 

Bronchitis  ...  62 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ...  7 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ...  8 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ...  2 


4 

1 

1 


2 

27 

19 

11 

8 

74 

1 

3 

97 

116 

16 

130 

39 

1 

26 

48 

7 

9 


732  643 
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C/ Fwd . 


Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hj'perplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill -defined  di 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 
All  causes 

Infantile  Deaths  (under  1  year)  - 

Legitimate 
1 llegitimate 


Birth  Rate  and  Death  Rate.  195 


B/Pwd 

732 

6k3 

•  •  • 

7 

k 

•  •  • 

7 

10 

«  •  • 

3 

3 

•  •  • 

6 

7 

eases  ... 

68 

k9 

•  •  • 

Ik 

8 

•  •  • 

17 

23 

•  •  « 

9 

11 

•  •  • 

1 

•• 

•  •  • 

86U 

758 

Male 

Fem.ale 

Total 

13 

6 

19 

— 

-..-I- 

6 

19 

Watford 

England 
and  Wales 

London  Admin¬ 
istrative 
County 

126  County 
Boroughs  and 
Great  Tpwns 

Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  population)- 

Live  Births 

ik.o 

15.2 

15.2 

15-2 

Still  Births 

0.29 

C.3lt 

0.35 

0-kh 

Death  Rate  (per  1,000  population)- 

All  causes 

10.5 

11.3 

10,7 

11.1 

Whooping  Cough 

0,00 

0.00 

0.00 

0,00 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.00 

0,00 

0,00 

Influenza 

0.01 

0..04 

0.02 

0,03 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Tuberculosis 

0,07 

oas 

Q.20 

0.20 

Smallpox 

0,-.00 

0,00 

0.00 

0.00 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

(including  Polioencephalitis) 

0..(X> 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Pneumonia  .... 

0.36 

0.(4! 

O.I4& 

0.k5 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

(under  2  years  per  1,000 

live  births) 

0,00 

N.K. 

N.K. 

N.K. 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  - 

(per  1,000  total  tirths) 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0.96 

0.58 

« 

Other  puerperal  causes 

1.93 

0.11 

All  puerperal  causes 

2.89 

0,69 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  - 

Watford 

All  infants,  per  1,000  live  bir 

■tliS 

18.7 

Legitimate  infants,  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  19.7 
Illegitimate  infants,  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  0.0 

births. 
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COMPARATIVE  RATES 


Watford 

Birth  Rate  (live  births) 

14-0 

Death  Rate 

10.5 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

18.7 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

2.89 

Comments  - 

(1)  Infectious  Diseases 


Vlatford 

1953 

England  and 
Wales  1S54 

England  and 
Wales  1953 

13.-3 

15.2 

15.5 

11.9 

11.3 

11.4 

25.9 

25.-5 

26.8 

3.05 

0.69 

0.76 

There  was  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  notifications  of  infectious 
disease  during  the  year,  due  almost  entirely  to  the  low  incidence  of  measles 
and  whooping  cough. 

Four  cases  of  poliomyelitis  occurred,  two  of  the  paralytic  form  and  two 
of  the  non-paralytic. 

Twelve  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  involving  twenty  three  perspns  were 
notified  during  lS5h>  Further  details  are  given  under  the  heading  of  "Food 
Poisoning". 

(2 )  Violence. 

Eight  persons  lost  their  lives  in  motor  vehicle  accidents  in  Watford 
(fourteen  last  year).  There  were  twelve  fatal  home  accidents  compared  wjth 
six  last  year;  eight  of  these  were  over  the  age  of  seventy. 

(3)  Birth  Rate. 


The  birth  rate  rose  slightly  to  lli.O  (13-3  last  year).  This  figure  hovr 
ever  continues  to  be  below  the  national  figure. 

Giving  consideration  to  the  incidence  of  premature  births,  i.e.,  infants 
weighing  5k  lbs.  or  under  at  birth,  the  figures  are  5.7%  in  195^4  and  6.1%  In 
1953.  Putting  these  premature  births  into  their  weight  group  phey  can  be 
tabulated  as  follows:- 


2  lbs  and  under  1 

2  lbs  to  3  lbs.  2 

3  ibs  to  h  lbs.  9 

h  lbs. to  5  lbs.  13 

5  lbs. to  5ilbs.  33 


Seven  deaths  took  place  amongs  these  children  (males  5,  females  2). 
Three  during  the  first  2k  hours,  three  whilst  under  one  week  old,  one  at  two 
weeks  old  and  one  died  at  the  age  of  three  months. 

ih)  Still  Birth  Rate. 

The  rate  of  20.2  is  a  slight  increase  on  last  year. 

Classifying  the  reason  for  the  various  still-births  vjhere  it  could  be 
ascertained  with  a  fair  degree  of  certainty,  the  Soutli-West  Herts  figures 
are  as  set  out  below:- 


1950 

im 

1252 

1252 

mi 

Prematurity  and  Toxaemia 

3 

5 

1 

2 

1 

Prematurity  and  other  causes 

1 

2 

h 

h 

Toxaemia 

ii 

3 

Ih 

19 

12 

Malformation 

7 

8 

10 

8 

5 

Birth  injury 

lU 

ih 

16 

9 

9 

Placental  Disease 

2 

h 

2 

2 

3 

Erythroblastosis 

2 

1 

6 

h 

10 

Maternal  Disease 

3 

5 

5 

- 

7 

Abnormality  of  Cord 

h 

10 

10 

6 

6 

Cause  unknown 

6 

-1 

Ji 

- 

Jl 

• 

he 

61 

72 

5h 

6o 

(5 )  Deaths  In  Infancy. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  (the  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one 
year  per  tliousand  live  births) 

The  figure  of  18.7  is  well  below  last  year  (25,9)  and  below  the  Nation¬ 
al  figure  of  25.5. 


The  following  causes  of  death  amongst  infants  under  one  were  recorded: - 


1950 

mi 

1952 

1253 

19^ 

Prematuri  ty 

5 

5 

6 

3 

4 

Malformation 

5 

3 

6 

5 

6 

Birth  Injuries 

h 

h 

2 

4 

- 

Collapse  of  lung 

2 

2 

3 

6 

4 

Respiratory  diseases 

2 

1 

h 

6 

2 

Other  disease  of  infancy 

3 

/*• 

C. 

1 

- 

1 

Infectious  disease 

3 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Accidents 

- 

2 

3 

1 

1 

Not  traced. 

_ 

MSB 

MM* 

_i 

24 

19 

26 

19 

Of  the  nineteen  infant  deaths  occurring  in  195^,  nine  died  within  2i» 
hours,  a  further  five  less  than  a  week,  old  and  one  whilst  still  under  one 
month  old,  leaving  four  during  the  next  nine  montlis. 


The  neo-natal  death  rate  was  therefore  li*.?  compared  with  17.6  in  195^* 

(6 )  Death  Rate. 


The  rate  of  10.5  was  lower  than  last  year.  Three  maternal  deaths 
occurred. 

(7 )  Sex  of  Infants. 


The  sex  ratio  of  917  boys  to  every  1,000  girl  Infants  is  lower  than 
last  year. 
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( 8 )  IIleKltlmate  Births  (per  1 . 00 0  total,  b i r ths.) 


England  and  Wales 

Watford 

1939 

k2 

50 

19^1 

68 

72 

19ti5 

9h 

95 

19U6 

67 

66 

19^7 

52 

58 

19U8 

51 

52 

19U9 

50 

56 

1950 

51 

36 

1951 

51 

US 

1952 

kS 

h9 

1953 

hS 

i+3 

195i-i 

he 

56 

(S)  Laboratory  Services^ 

Provision  is  available  for  investigation  of  all  outbreaks  of  infectiois 
disease  and  as  will  be  seen  from  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector's  report 
help  was  willingly  given  when  It  was  necessary  to  investigate  small  out¬ 
breaks  of  food  poisoning. 

(10)  Health  Education. 

The  work  of  consolidating  the  gains  brought  about  ty  the  introduction 
of  bye-laws  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  has  again  been  the  main  feature  of 
the  work  during  the  year,* 

(]1)  National  Assistance  Act,  19U8o 

Section  (Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  In  need  of  care  and 
attention) 

Several  cases  were  investigated  but  no  legal  action  was  taken., 
Section  50  (Burials) 

Arrangements  wer?  made  on  three  occasions  (one  In  1953)* 
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SECTION  "B" 


/ 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES . 


The  total  number  of  notifications  received  during  the  years  was  2142  compared 
with  2,123  In  1953.  After  correction  the  total  was  235.  The  decrease  in  notifi¬ 
cations  Is  accounted  for  by  the  low  incidence  of  measles. 


Notifications 

Confirmed. 

Scarlet  Fever 

73 

69 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

Poliomyelitis  -  paralytic 

1 

2 

-  Non-paralytic 

3 

2 

Meningococcal  Infections 

3 

3 

Pneumonia 

17 

17 

Erysipelas 

7 

7 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

5 

5 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

- 

- 

Infective  Hepatitis  and  Catarrhal  Jaundice 

7 

7 

Whooping  Cough 

67 

67 

Measles 

35 

35 

Acute  Encephalitis  (Infective) 

1 

1 

Food  poisoning 

20 

19 

Dysentery 

-f 

1 

Paratyphoid  fever 

- 

- 

2h2 

235 

. . -  -  ■  -  --L--  ■  4 

Scarlet  Fever. 


There  were  slightly  fewer  notifications  than  in  1953,  the  majority  of  the 
cases  occurring  in  the  first  six  months  of  the  year.. 

Diphtheria 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Diphtheria  Imriunisation. 

It  will  be  seen  that  by  comparison  with  the  figures  in  1953,  which  are  in¬ 
serted  in  parenthesis,  that  the  number  of  children  immunised  in  195I4  shows  a 
marited  increase.  This  is  very  gratifying  because  it  cannot  be  stressed  too 
strongly  that  although  diphtheria  has  virtually  disappeared  as  a  disease  the 
need  to  maintain  a  high  level  of  inmunity  is  as  great  as  ever. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation  195^. _ (1953  figures  in  bracRets ) 


under  5 

Over  5  to  lit 

Total 

Reinforcing 

a.  County  Staff 

(1)  Via  t  ford  Borough 

561  (508) 

135  (l/il) 

696 

(6/49) 

832  (999) 

(2)  Rem.aining  Areas 
of  S.VI.  Herts. 

783  (  531) 

181  (205) 

96i4 

(736) 

15/4/4  (1295) 

b.  General  Practitioners^ 

7^49  (532) 

36.  (50.)  .  , 

785 

(582) 

2/4I  (II/4) 

2093  (1517 ; 

352  (396) 

214/43 

(1^7J  ■  ■ 

26l7(2/t08) 
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Poliomyelitis. 


Four  cases  were  recorded  in  195U  (two  of  them  paralytic  and  two  non^paraly 

tic). 

There  v;ere  no  deaths. 


Ap.e  Groupings. 


3-11  years 


two  cases 


13  -  IS  years  two  ca^es 


All  the  cases  were  admitted  to  Holywell  Hospital  end  then  transferred  for 
orthopaedic  treatment  according  to  their  requirements.. 

VJhooping  Cough . 

There  were  67  notifications  compared  with  1+35  in  1953. 

VfhoQPing  Cough  Immunisation. 

The  figures  for  195^  were  as  f allows 

1st  Visits  h95 

Revisits  lU 

Total  injections  given  509 


Meningococcal  Infection. 

Three  cases  were  notified,  there  were  however  no  deaths. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers . 

No  cases. 

Infective  Hepatitis  and  Catarrhal  Jaundi^ . 

There  were  only  seven  notifications  compared  with  fourteen  in  1953,  the  cases 
were  scattered  throughout  the  town  and  were  spread  fairly  evenly  over  the  year» 

Smallpox. 

No  smallpox  contacts  were  investigated. 


Vaccination  against  Smallpox . 

12l;l  children  under  five  years  were  vaccinated  in  South-West  Hertfordshire, 
with  the  probability  tliat  approximately  half  of  them'  lived  in  the  Eorough.  This 
represents  a  slight  decrease  over  the  figure  for  1953  (1258),. 

Measles. 

There  were  only  35  notifications  in  195^1  compared  with  1535  in  1953. 


Acute  Encephalitis. 

There  'was  one  case  of  acute  infective  encephalitis. 

Food  Poisoning. 

19  cases  of  food  poisoning  occurred  during  the  year  as  compared  with  10  cases 
in  1953,,  They  are  referred  to  later  in  the  report. 
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Dysentery. 


Three  cases  were  notified  but  only  one  was  confirmed, 

Scabi es. 

One  household  consisting  of  eight  persons  was  treated  during  the  year. 
Tuberculosis. 


There  were  82  notifications  compared  with  8l  in  1953,  8k  in  1952,  106  in 
1951,  78  in  1950,  6l  in  19k9  and  89  in  19k8c 


New 

cases 

Deaths 

Age  Group 

- - 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Under  1 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

1  -  U 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5-9 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10  -  Ik 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15  -  19 

3 

9 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20  -  2k 

6 

10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25  -  3k 

7 

8 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

35  -  kk 

9 

k 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

k5  -  5k 

3 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

55  -  61+ 

3 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

55  and  upwards 

5 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Untraced 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

36 

- 

3 

2 

1 

.  .  j 

3 

- 

- 

It  is  difficult  to  draw  firm  conclusions  from  these  figures.  As  will  be 
seen  they  fluctuate  from  year  to  year.  During  the  past  few  years,  however,  the 
cam.paign  against  tuberculosis  has  been  intensified  in  several  directions.  Not 
only  through  the  medium  of  mass  radiography,  but  by  systematic  x-ray  examination 
of  selected  groups  of  the  population,  search  for  the  open  (infective)  case  of 
tuberculosis  has  continued  with  increasing  vigour.  Moreover,  treatment  of  this 
disease  has  been  greatly  aided  by  the  introduction  of  certain  new  drugs  (strep¬ 
tomycin,  para-ami  no -salicylic  acid  and  others)  which,  in  combination  with  other 
more  orthodox  forms  of  treatment  are  bringing  a  considerably  greater  number  of 
patients  within  the  the  scope  of  cure.  It  is  against  the  background  of  the  above 
factors  that  the  remarkable  reduction  in  mortality  from  tuberculosis  in  the  past 
fev/  years  must  be  viewed. 

Mass  Radiography  Unit. 

No  visit  was  paid  by  the  unit  during  the  year. 

Venereal  Diseases. 


These  cases  are  treated  at  Shrodells  Hospital  Special  Clinic. 

Cancer. 

Iii0  deaths  took  place  in  195^  compared  with  138  in  1953,  1^*5  in  1952,  121 
in  1951,  120  in  1950,  151  in  19k9  and  133  in  19^+8. 
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SECTIONS  "C”.  "D"  AND  "E" 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA.  CTC^ 

WATER 

Mr.  L.C.Kimberlin,  A.M.I.C.E.,  M.I.W.E.,  Water  Engineer  and  Manager,  has 
kindly  supplied  the  following  information:- 

1.  The  supply  has  been  satisfactory  both  in  quantity  and  quality  throughout  the 
year  1954.  Of  the  l,043,CO0,000  gallons  of  water  supplied  to  the  Borough  approx¬ 
imately  one  third  was  softened  at  the  Watford  Fields  Pumping  Station. 

2.  Government  sanction  has  at  last  been  obtained  to  proceed  with  the  completion 
of  The  Grove  Vlaterworks,  deferred  since  the  early  days  of  the  war,  which  Includes 
inter  alia,  the  installation  of  softening  plant.  The  erection  of  the  necessary 
buildings  and  structures  and  the  installation  of  the  softening  plant,  some  of 
which  has  been  held  in  store  for  a  number  of  years,  is  being  put  in  hapd  as  early 
as  possible  in  the  coming  year  (1955 )»  snd  it  is  anticipated  that  softening  of 
this  supply  will  commence  about  the  spring  of  1956,  thereby  enabling  the  whole 

of  the  supply  throughout  the  Corporation's  statutory  water  area  to  be  softened. 

3.  Bacteriological  examinations  of  the  supply  were  made  regularly,  as  follov/s:- 


Watford  Fields  Supply : - 

Monthly 
Weekly 
Monthly 
Fortnightly 


Raw  Water 
Treated  Vlater 
High  Level  Reservoir 
Low  Level  Reservoir 


Chlorine  residual  tests  of  the  water  leaving  the  Pumping  Station  were 
taken  hourly,  and  the  supplies  from  the  High  Level  and  Low  Level  Reservoirs  ware 
similarly  tested,  at  4  -  hourly  intervals. 


The  Grove  Pumping  Station  Supply : 
Raw  Water 

Treated  Water  ) 

Reservoir  ) 


Fortnightly 

Monthly,  staggered  fortnightly. 


Chlorine  residual  tests  of  the  water  leaving  the  Pumping  Station  were 
taken  at  hourly  intervals. 

With  the  exception  of  a  slight  temporary  abnormality  of  short  duration  in 
the  Watford  Fields  Pumping  Station  supply  caused  by  bacteria  of  a  non-fa ecal  type 
and  '/rtiich  were  eliminated  before  going  into  supply,  all  tlie  analyses  showed  the 
supply  to  be  of  a  high  standard  of  bacterial  purity. 

Bacterial  analyses  of  samples  taken  quarterly  from  the  Oxhey  Area  of  the 
Borough  served  by  the  Colne  Valley  Water  Company,  have  also  proved  satisfactory. 

Chemical  analyses  of  the  raw  water  at  Watford  Fields  and  The  Grove  have 
shown  that  the  water  from  both  these  sources  is  hard  in  character  but  of  the 
highest  standard  of  organic  purity, 

4.  There  is  no  plumbo  solvency. 
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5.  A  survey  of  vjater  supplies  to  temporary  dwellings,  and  also  to  the  few 
permanent  dwellings  which  have  no  main  supply  within  the  premises,  revealed  the 
following  positlons:- 


(a )  Temporary  Dwellings  at; - 
106',  Leavesden  High  Road 

Rear  of  82,  Leavesden 
High  Road 


Caravan  dwellers  have  a 
standpipe  in  yard  (pop»3). 

One  caravan  dweller  uses 
a  standpipe  supply. 


275 t  Sheepcot  Lane. 


6  persons  occupying  2 
caravans  share  one  standpipe. 


( h )  Perm  anent  Dwell Ings  at:- 

Leavesden  High  Road, 
(112-118  even  numbers). 

Leavesden  High  Road, 
(120-12/46,  (5  houses). 

Forge  Cottages,  Leavesden, 
No.  5  and  6. 

"Elmcott",  North  Orbital 
Road,  (bungalow) 


Waterdell  Farm  Cottage. 


h  families  share  one  standpipe 
supply  (population  13) 

5  families  share  one  standpipe 
supply  (population  28) 

2  families  use  2  standpipe 
supplies  (population  I4). 

One  family  uses  standpipe 
supply  (in  place  of  disused 
well,  population  3 ). 

One  family  uses  standpipe 
supply  (populations).- 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION 


The  following  table  is  a  record  of  the  visits  and  inspections  made  by  the 
sanitary  inspectors  during  the  year  1954- 


Houses  - 

Public  Health  Act 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

290 

Houa  ng  Act 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

199 

Overcrowding 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

59 

Housing  Survey 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

5k7 

'  Factories  - 

Factories  with  Mechanical  Power 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

256 

Factories  without  Mechanical  Power 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

k2 

Workplaces 

•  •  • 

p  •  » 

27 

Outworkers 

•  C  d 

0  •  • 

28 

i  Rats  and  Mice  Infestation  - 

!  Premises  Inspected 

•  •  * 

•  •  0 

228 

1  Other  Visits 

0  •  • 

0  e  » 

158 

j  Sewer  Baiting 

•  •  • 

0  •  • 

9 

General  - 

Refuse  Accommodation 

•  •  • 

18U 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

•  •  • 

335 

Keeping  of  Animals 

•  •  • 

81 

Theatres,  Cinemas,  etc. 

•  •  • 

Ih 

Public  Houses 

•  •  • 

3 

Schools 

•  •  • 

6 

Smoke  Observations  and  Industrial  Nuisances 

•  *  • 

272 

Vacant  Land  and  Refuse  Tips 

•  •  • 

252 

Venninous  Praaises 

«  •  • 

20 

Fly  Prevention 

•  •  • 

15 

Other  Insect  Pests 

•  •  • 

35 

Drainage  Inspection  and  Tests 

•  •  • 

iil9 

Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Act 

•  •  • 

2kl 

Infectious  Diseases  including  food  poisioning 

•  •  • 

110 

Common  Yards  and  Passages 

•  •  • 

18 

Petroleum  Acts 

•  •  • 

9k 

Shops  Act 

•  •  • 

kl 

Interviews  v/ith  Owners 

•  •  • 

hSh 

Rag,  Flock  etc.  Act 

•  •  • 

8 

Pet  Animals  Act 

•  •  « 

2k 

Unclassified  Visits 

•  •  • 

673 

Revisits  to  Premises  Under  Notice  - 

Public  Health  Act  -  Houses 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

238 

Public  Health  Act  -  Others 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

138 

Housing  Act 

•  •  • 

9Wi 

Other  Revisits 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

16 

1 

C/Fwd. 

S,k99 
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B/  Fwd 

6.i499 

Meat  and  Foods  - 

Slaughterhouses 

•  •  « 

•  c  c 

2,698 

Visits  re  Food  inspection 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

319 

Butchers  Shops 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3h 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers 

\  ¥ 

•  •  • 

23 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

•  •  • 

•  «  • 

16 

Grocers,  Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers 

•  •  • 

22 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

35 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

52 

Restuarants  and  Dining  Rooms 

•  •  • 

205 

Preserved  Food  Rooms 

•  •  • 

2h 

Milk  Samples  (Bacteriological) 

•  •  • 

•  »  • 

80 

Ice  Cream  Samples 

•  *  « 

•  •  • 

39 

Food  (Adult era ti on)  Samples 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

101 

Food  (Bacteriological)  Samples 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

128 

Public  Market 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

299 

Bakehouses 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

86 

Other  Food  Premises 

•  •  • 

•  f  • 

39 

Food  Hygiene  Lectures 

Miscellaneous. 

•  •  • 

•  •  « 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

8 

10,706 

HOIBING. 


The  new  Housing  Repairs  &  Rents  Act  came  into  force  on  30th  August 
It  provides  statutory  powers  to  implement  the  proposals  made  in  the  White  Paper 
"Houses  ^  the  Next  Step".  In  particular,  the  nev^  Act  facilitates  the  exercise 
of  the  Council's  responsibilities  for  the  clearance  of  slum  houses,  the  enforce¬ 
ment  of  essential  repairs  and  the  encouragement  of  improvements  and  conversions, 

1,  CLEARANCE  OF  SLUM  HOUSES. 

The  Council  are  required  to  submit  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government,  within  12  months,  an  estimate  of  the  number  of  unfit  houses  in  the 
area  together  with  their  proposals  for  dealing  with  them  within  the  next  five 
years. 


Most  of  the  unfit  houses  within  the  Borough  are  already  well  knov/n  to 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors  but  a  com.plete  survey  of  all  the  houses  which  are  liable 
for  demolition  v/as  instituted  in  September  and  was  almost  completed  by  the  end 
of  the  year.  A  vigorous  campaign  to  clear  slum  properties  in  Watford  was  con-" 
ducted  before  the  war;  it  is  thought  that  there  are  now  few  more  than  100  unfit 
houses  remaining  to  be  considered  for  demolition  proceedings. 


During  195U  the  following  three  houses  were  represented  to  the  Council 
as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  incapable  of  being  made  fit  at  a  reason¬ 


able  cost:- 


3a  Church  Street. 

Cassiobridge  Farm  House, 
Rickmansworth  Road. 
Heath  Farm  Cottage, 
Grove  Mill  Lane. 


Closing  Order  made 

January  195^* 
Demolition  Order  made 
November  I95h. 
Closing  Order  made 
November  195^. 
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(li)  REPAIR  OF  UNFIT  HOUSES. 


I  have  made  reference  In  previous  annual  reports  to  the  Increasing  diffi¬ 
culties  of  enforcing  essential  housing  repairs  on  rent -control led  properties  - 
due  mainly  to  the  rising  costs  of  building  worRs.  To  encourage  owners  to  re¬ 
pair  this  type  of  property  the  new  Act  maRes  provision  for  an  Increase  In  rent 
in  respect  of  those  houses  which  are  well  maintained.  A  tenant  who  is  dissat¬ 
isfied  with  the  condition  of  his  house  may  apply  to  the  Council  for  a  "Certifi¬ 
cate  of  Disrepair".  By  the  end  of  the  y^ar  17  applications  had  been  made  for 
such  certificates  and  all  were  granted.  No  certificates  were  revoRed. 


Duri ng  195^  the  f  ollowi ng 
dwelling  houses:- 


notices  were  served  requiring 

Informal 


the  repair  of 
Statutory 


Housing  Act,  19^6  97  39 

Public  Health  Act,  1936o  39  S'* 

It  was  not  necessary  to  enforce  any  of  the  Public  Health  Act  notices  and 
7  only  of  the  Housing  Act  notices  had  to  be  enforced  by  the  Council  executing 
the  repairs  in  default  of  the  owners.  One  owner  appealed  to  the  County  Court 
against  a  notice  served  under  Section  9  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  requiring  him 
to  carry  out  repairs  at  67  OaRdene  Road,  Watford.  This  appeal  was  withdrawn 
after  the  Council's  case  had  been  presented. 

(ili)  IMPROYEIENT  OF  HOUSES. 


Applications  for  Improvement  Grants  are  dealt  with  by  the  Borough  Engineer. 
Four  grants  were  authorised  by  the  Council  during  195U. 


(Iv)  HOUSING  CONSOLIDATED  REGUUTIONS  1925.. 

The  information  required  by  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
is  set  out  in  the  following  table„ 


1,  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year; 

1. (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  &  Housing  Acts)  ...  UBS 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  I671 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head 

1  above)  which  v/ere  inspected  and  recorded  under 

the  Housing  Acts  •••  97 


(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose.  Visits 

to  properties  already  recorded  in  2  (a)  •••  I23i+ 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habititation  •••  3 

Ii.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  refer¬ 
red  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  136 
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II.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without 
service  of  formal  Notices: 


Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  autliority 
or  their  officers. 

1 1 1 .Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year . 

A  -  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  &  l6  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936:- 

1.  Number  of  dv/elling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 
B  -  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
formal  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  house?  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices; 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 

C  -  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  &  15  of  the  Housing  Act 

1936: 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  made: 

(a)  Housing  Act  19^9  Section  3(1) 

(b)  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions 

Act,  1953) 

3.  Number  of  dv/elling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 
of  Demolition  Orders 

U.  Number  of  undertakings  not  to  relet  given  by  owners 
D  -  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 


The  housing  defects  ranedied  and  nuisances  abated  during  the  year  are  set 
out  below:- 


Houses  - 

Roofs  Repaired  or  Renewed 

•  •  • 

6o 

VJalls  Repointed,  Rendered  or  Repaired 

•  •  • 

23 

Dangerous  Walls  Rebuilt 

•  •  • 

1 

96 

Wall  Plaster  Repaired 

•  •  • 

Floors  Repaired  or  Renewed 

23 

Ceilings  Repaired  or  Renewed 

•  •  • 

30 

Windows  Repaired  or  Renewed 

•  •  • 

130 

Fireplaces  Repaired  or  Renewed 

•  •  • 

19 

Coppers  Provided  or  Repaired 

•  •  • 

1 

Sinks  Provided  or  Renewed 

•  •  • 

9 

V/aste  Pipes  Repaired  or  Renewed 

•  •  • 

15 

Interior  Water  Supplies  Provided 

•  «  • 

Repairs  to  Water  Supplies 

f  •  • 

5 

Rainwater  Pipes  Repaired  or  Renewed 

•  •  • 

Eaves  Guttering  Repaired  or  Renewed 

•  •  • 

53 

Food  Stores  Provided  or  Repaired 

•  •  • 

1 

Stairs  Repaired  or  Renewed 

2 

Handrails  Repaired  or  Provided 

•  •  • 

1 

Doors  Repaired  or  Renewed 

•  •  • 

31 

Coalhouses  Provided  or  Repaired 

•  •  • 

** 

Chimneys  and  Stacks  Repaired  or  Abolished 

•  •  • 

33 

Yards,  etc  a  Paved  or  Repaired 

«  •  • 

7 

Damp  Proof  Courses  Provided 

•  *  * 

35 

Rooms  Cleansed  and  Redecorated 

•  •  • 

7 

Overcrowding  Abated 

•  •  • 

Additional  Lighting  Provided 

•  •  • 

1 

Additional  Ventilation  Provided 

•  •  • 

■ 

Sub-floor  Ventilati on  Improved 

•  9  • 

2 

Drainage  - 

Drains  or  Sevjers  Cleared  of  Obstructions 

•  •  • 

56 

Drains  or  Sewers  Repaired  or  Reconstructed 

•  •  • 

25 

Cesspools  Abolished 

•  •  • 

Cesspools  Repaired  or  Renewed 

•  •  • 

1 

k 

Inspection  Chambers  Provided 

•  •  • 

Soil  Pipes,  Vent  Shafts,  etc.  Repaired  or  Renewed 

•  •  • 

8 

Water  Closets  - 

Additional  Provided 

•  •  • 

- 

W.C.'S  Repaired  or  Cleansed 

•  •  • 

k2 

Miscellaneous  - 

Dustbins  Provided 

77 

Offensive  Accumulations  Removed 

f  •  • 

7 

Animals  -  Nuisances  Abated 

•  •  • 

1 

Verminous  Rooms  Disinfested 

•  •  • 

30 

Dirty  Premises  Cleansed 

•  •  • 

• 

Stagnant  Water  Removed 

•  •  » 

-  *  - - - - -  '  ■  ' 

—  ,87? ,  . .. 
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ADMINISTRATION  -  NOTICES 


Served 

Compli ed 
with 

Outstanding  at 

31st  Dec.  195i< 

Public  Health  Act,  1936: 

Informal 

97 

159 

33 

Statutory 

60 

72 

3 

Housing  Act,  1936: 

Informal 

97 

71 

Sk 

Statutory 

3k 

30 

10 

Factories  Act,  1937: 

Informal  ... 

6 

22 

k 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938: 

12 

27 

k 

306 

381 

118 

MOVABlg  ^LUNGS. 


During  the  year  the  Council  has  given  serious  consideration  to  the  increas¬ 
ing  problem  created  by  the  unauthorised  placing  of  caravans  on  vacant  land  with¬ 
in  the  Borough  -  particularly  the  land  adjoining  Tolpits  Lane  and  the  Watford 
Byepass, 

The  most  important  aspects  of  this  problem  from  a  public  health  point  of 
view  are  the  absence  of  a  water  supply  and  sanitary  conveniences  on  the  sites,, 
the  fouling  of  the  land  by  the  caravan  dwellers  and  the  considerable  amount  of 
litter  they  accumulate. 

To  reduce  to  a  minimum  the  time  which  elapses  between  the  placing  of  a 
caravan  and  eventual  court  proceedings  the  Council  has  appointed  a  Public  Health 
Sub-Comnittee  with  power  to  act,  Altogsths’  legal  proceedings  have  been  instituted 
during  193k  on  32  occasions  under  the  provisions  of  the  Hertfordshire  County 
Council  Act.  Eighteen  persons  have  been  involved  in  these  proceedings  and  fines 
varying  from  2/6d.  to  80/ -  have  been  imposed  on  ten  of  them. 

The  land  at  Tolpits  Lane  is  owned  by  the  Council  and  an  attempt  has  been 
made  to  solve  the  problem  there  by  towing  off  the  caravans  after  2h  hours  notice. 
It  was  found,  however,  that  several  of  the  caravans  were  Immediately  moved  to 
the  Byepass  site.  It  appears  that  the  fencing-in  or  cultivation  of  these  sites 
will  provide  the  only  long  term  solution  to  a  difficult  issue. 

NEW  HOUSES 


The  Borough  Engineer  has  kindly  supplied  the  under-mentioned  information 
regarding  new  houses  erected  during  193h> 


(a) 

(b) 

Number  of  new  houses  erected 
Number  of  new  houses  erected 

by  the  Local  Authority 
by  private  enterprise 

33^4 

176 

Total  number  of  houses  built  since  19li5:“ 

(a) 

(b) 

By  the  Local  Authority 

By  private  enterprise 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

2,609 

677 
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The  Borough  Treasurer  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  information: 


(a)  Number  of  Council  houses  occupied  on  31st  December  195^ 

(b)  Number  of  requisitioned  premises 

(c)  Number  of  families  housed  in  requisitioned  premises 


50 

83 


DUSTBINS 


In  accordance  with  the  policy  adopted  by  the  Council  1+3  statutory  notices 
were  served  during  1953  on  the  owners  or  the  occupiers  of  premises  requiring 
the  provision  of  dustbins.  In  3  cases  the  notices  were  enforced  by  the  supply 
of  dustbins  In  default. 


RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FiaiNG  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951. 


Eight  premises  in  Watford  have  been  registered  for  upholstery  work  and  two 
premises  have  been  licensed  for  the  storage  of  rag  flock. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  during  the  year  to  report  any  infringements  of 
the  Act  to  the  Council. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLUITION . 


272  observations  were  made  by  the  sanitary  Inspectors  in  connection  with 
anlSSions  of  smoke  and  obnoxious  fumes  from  industrial  premises. 

Statutory  smoke  nuisances  from  four  factory  chimneys  have  been  reported  to 
the  Council  but  the  factory  managers  have  taken  steps  to  abate  the  nuisance  with 
out  the  necessity  of  legal  proceedings. 

An  overloaded  solid-fuel  boiler  plant  at  a  printing  works  within  the  Borai^ 
which  has  caused,  intermittently,  a  serious  smoke  nuisance  extending  over  many 
years  will  shortly  be  replaced  by  new  boiler  plant  of  greater  output  'which  will 
be  oil-fired. 

Most  of  the  industrial  boilers  in  Watford  'which  have  caused  smoke  nuisances 
during  recent  years  have  now  been  converted  to  burn  fuel  oil  and,  with  one  excep¬ 
tion,  they  have  ceased  to  be  a  nuisance.  Other  conversions  to  oil  fuel  plant 
are  contemplated  and  it  can  be  reliably  stated  that  the  most  serious  single 
source  of  atmospheric  pollution  in  Watford  is  now  the  main  line  rail-way. 

The  greatest cumulative  source  of  smoke  is,  of  course,  the  domestic  chimney. 
Although  it  is  known  that  many  householders  are  installing  modern  approved  fire¬ 
grates  the  contribution  they  can  make  to  the  clean  air  campaign  is  not  attain¬ 
able  because  the  smokeless  fuels  are  not  available.  The  serious  shortage  of 
suitable  smokeless  fuels  is  the  biggest  obstacle  to  the  declaration  of  smoke¬ 
less  zones  in  Watford. 

The  emission  of  hydrofluoric  acid  fumes  from  a  glass  factory  has  continued 
to  be  the  cause  of  many  complaints  from  nearby  residents.  Samples  of  soil  and 
vegetation  from  gardens  and  allotments  adjoining  the  factory  have  been  submit¬ 
ted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  an  estimation  of  fluorine  content.  The  outcome 
of  strong  representations  which  were  made  to  the  factory  manager  was  a  thorough 
overhaul  of  the  fume  v/ashing  plant;  the  fume  stack  was  renewed,  its  height  In¬ 
creased  and  the  "scrubbing  box’*  was  improved.  These  works  effected  a  noticeable 
improvement  but  the  nuisance  has  not  been  completely  abated. 
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INDUSTRIAL  NOISE  NUISANCES 


Section  73  of  the  Watford  Corporation  Act,  1937  provides  that  a  noise 
nuisance  shall  be  liable  to  be  dealt  with  as  a  statutory  nuisance  under  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Such  nuisance  shall  be  deemed  to  exist  where  any  per¬ 
son  makes  or  continues  (or  causes  to  be  made  or  continued)  arv  excessive  or 
unreasonable  or  unnecessary  noise  and  where  such  noise  is  injurious  or  danger¬ 
ous  to  health  and  is  capable  of  being  prevented  or  mitigated  having  due  regard 
to  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

If  the  noise  is  occasioned  in  the  course  of  trade  or  business  it  shall  be 
a  good  defence  that  the  best  practicable  means  of  preventing  or  mitigating  it 
have  been  adopted.  In  determining  whether  the  best  practicable  means  have  been 
taken  for  preventing,  or  for  count eracti  ng  the  effect  of,  a  nuisance,  a  court 
shall  have  regard  to  cost  and  to  local  conditions  and  circumstances. 

Informal  action  has  been  taken  in  respect  of  noise  from  two  factories  in 
the  Borough  and  in  both  the  instances  there  has  been  co-operation  from  the  man¬ 
agements. 

In  one  case  there  have  been  meetings  between  officials  of  the  Health 
Department  and  representatives  of  the  management  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
investigations  were  actively  proceeding  by  accoustic  experts  instructed  by  the 
firm  concerned. 

In  the  other  case  the  residents  in  the  vicinity  of  the  factory  petitioned 
the  Council  to  abate  the  noise  nuisance.  The  district  sanitary  inspector  car¬ 
ried  out  observations  by  day  and  night  and  following  official  representations 
to  the  factory  manager  there  'was  a  temporary  reduction  in  the  noise.  Towards 
the  end  of  tiie  year  further  complaints  were  received  and  the  Council  decided  to 
arrange  a  joint  meeting  between  the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  and  the 
parties  concerned, 

PETROLEUM  (REGULATION)  ACTS.  1928  AND  1936. 

135  premises  are  licensed  for  the  storage  of  inflammable  liquids  of  various 
kinds  'Which  in  view  of  their  "flash  point"  come  within  the  definition  of  "petro¬ 
leum  spirit".  One  licence  has  been  granted  for  the  storage  of  carbide  of  cal¬ 
cium. 


PET  ANIMilLS  ACT.  1951. 

The  sanitary  inspectors  and  the  shops  inspector  have  been  appointed  by  the 
Council  as  officers  under  Section  I;  of  the  Act,  Twelve  persons  were  licensed 
to  keep  pet  shops  within  the  Borough,  It  has  not  been  necessary  to  report  to 
the  Council  any  offences  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act, 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD, 

The  various  kinds  of  food  premises  within  the  Borough  are  classified 
below: - 


Bakehouses 

•  •  • 

22 

Bakery  and  Confectionery  Shops 

I4I 

Butchers 

52 

Fishmongers  and  Fried  Fish 

29 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers 

51 

Grocers 

101 

General  shops  where  food  is  sold 

68 

23  - 


Cafes  and  Restaurants 

Industrial  and  Commercial  Canteens 
School  Canteens 

Slaughterhouses 

Hotels  and  Public  Houses 

Public  Market 

Unclassified  Food  Factories 

•  •  • 

c  •  • 

n  •  • 

•  «  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  c 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  «  • 

82 

29 

2 

63 

1 

2 

Food  Premises  Registered  by  the  Council. 

1.  Under  Section  Ih,  Food  and  Drugs  Act 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers 

•  •  • 

8 

Ice  Cream  Dealers 

•  •  • 

129 

Preserved  Food  Manufacturers 

•  •  • 

32 

Art.  8  of  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations.  19^49 

Dairies 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

During  195k  the  following  meat  and 

other  foods  were 

condemned  as  unfit  for 

human  consumption;- 

HOME  KILLED  MEAT  AND  OFFAL. 

lbs 

Beef  (including  3k  carcases) 

«  •  « 

30.270 

Pork  (including  37  carcases) 

•  •  • 

9  0  0 

7,693 

Veal  (including  l6  carcases) 

•  •  • 

0  0  9 

558 

Lamb  (including  7  carcases) 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

608 

Offal  from  Bovines  - 

5k2  Heads 

•  •  • 

0  0  9 

16,270 

^499  Tongues 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

2,i435 

2087  Lungs 

•  •  • 

0  0* 

20,763 

97  Hearts 

«  •  • 

000 

kS5 

1180  Livers  and  1111  part  livers 

•  0 

000 

25,600 

237  Spleen 

0  •  • 

000 

klS 

105  Ski rts 

»  •  • 

000 

237 

I46  Tripes 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

1,386 

33  Manifolds 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

6kk 

12  Udders 

•  •  • 

•00 

21k 

50  Sets  Intestines 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

l,30k 

3k  Mesenteries  and  other  fat 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

1,065 

kO  Tai  Is 

\ 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

90 

^  Sets  feet. 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

696 

Offal  from  Pigs  - 

165  Plucks 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

l,56i4 

188  Livers 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

571 

llk3  Lungs 

4  •  • 

0  0  0 

3,227 

259  Heads 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

k,393 

litl  Other  organs 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

266 

C/Pwd 

0  0  0 

121,015 

-  2k  - 


lbs 

B/Fwd, 

121,015 

Offal  from  Sheep  - 

59  Plucks 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

275 

834  Livers 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  e  • 

1.890 

^425  Lungs 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

91*6 

5  Heads 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

21 

6  Other  organs 

«  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  *  • 

160 

MEAT  AND  OFFAL  CONDEMNED  IN  RETAIL  AND  MANUFACTURING 

PREMISES 

Beef 

•  •  • 

9  0  9 

•  •  • 

39k 

Pork 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

•  •  • 

1,396 

Lamb 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

•  •  • 

57 

IMPORTED  MEAT  - 

Beef 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

•  0  • 

1,298 

OTHER  FOODS  - 

Wet  Fish 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

•  •  • 

969 

Smoked  Fish 

•  #  • 

9  9  9 

•  •  • 

201 

Cured  Fish 

e  •  • 

9  9  9 

•  •  • 

Bk 

73  cans  Ham 

t»  •  • 

999 

•  •  • 

882 

112  Cans  Corned  Meats 

9  9  9 

•  •  • 

k93 

507  Cans  Various  Meats 

0  0 

9  9  9 

•  •  • 

1,022 

189  Cans  Fish 

A  »  Jl 

0  9  9 

•  •  • 

100 

17^  Cans  Fruit 

•  • 

•  99 

•  •  • 

5,133 

973  Cans  Milk 

a  «  9 

9  9  9 

•  •  • 

1,955 

8I42  Cans  Vegetables 

•  *  • 

9  9  9 

•  •  « 

1,377 

38  Cans  Sardines 

•  •  • 

9  9  0 

•  •  • 

9 

126  Cans  Jam  and  Marmalade 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

179 

kh  Cans  Soup 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

kl 

27  Cans  Fruit  and  Tomato  Juice 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

26 

18  Cans  Cereals 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

16 

56  Jars  and  Cans  Fish  and 

Meat  Pastes 

9  9  • 

•  •  • 

11 

179  Cans  Tomatoes 

•  •  • 

•  9  • 

•  •  • 

235 

31  Cans  Sausages 

•  •  • 

•  99 

•  •  • 

76 

2  Cans  Chicken 

•  •  • 

9  9  0 

•  •  • 

6 

73  Cans  Baby  Foods 

•  •  • 

•  99 

•  99 

19 

Uh  Jars  Pickles  and  Sauces 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

•  9  9 

15 

Ik  Cans  Lemon  and  Barley 

•  •  t 

•  99 

•  9  9 

k 

Cheese 

•  •  * 

•  9  9 

•  99 

108 

Confectionery 

•  •  9 

9  9  9 

•  99 

26 

Potatoes 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

k50 

Sausages 

•  •  • 

•  99 

0  9  9 

158 

Dried  Fruit 

•  •  • 

•  99 

9  9  9 

k2 

Cooked  Meats 

•  •  • 

•  99 

9  9  9 

138 

Biscuits 

•  •  • 

•  99 

•  9  9 

15 

Skimmed  Milk  Pov/der 

•  •  • 

•  99 

•  9  9 

112 

Cereals 

•  •  • 

•  99 

9  9  9 

2k9 

Rabbits 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

60 

Poultry 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

9  9  • 

69 

Bacon 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

•  99 

2ii 

Honey 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

150 

Mustard 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

2 

Miscellaneous 

•  •  « 

•  99 

•  99 

15 

1142,178 

25 


Total  weight  of  meat  and  other  foods  condemned  -  63  tons  9  cwt.l  qtr. 

22  lbs. 

Of  the  above  unsound  foods  87.6  %  compared  with  89.9  %  in  1953  comprised 
unsound  meat  and  offal  condemned  in  private  slaughterhouses. 

FOOD  HYGIENE. 

The  Council,  after  discussions  with  the  trade  interests  concerned,  has 
adopted  Codes  of  Hygiene  for  the  following  food  trades: - 

Bakers  &  Confectioners. 

Butchers  &  Prepared  Meat  Manufacturers. 

Fried  Fish  and  Fishmongers. 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers  &  Dealers. 

The  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  I95ht  comes  into  force  on  a  date  to  be  appointed  by 
order  of  the  Minister.  It  provides  for  the  making  of  Regulations  to  control 
hygiene  in  the  different  food  trades.  As  each  Regulation  is  made  our  local 
code  will  be  replaced  by  a  stronger  instrument  for  the  advancement  of  hygiene.. 

Dirty  food  premises  cannot  be  excused  and  the  patience  of  the  Council  is 
not  Inexhaustable.  Two  food  traders  who  ignored  warnings  to  maintain  their 
pranises  in  a  clean  condition  were  prosecuted  under  the  provisions  of  Section 
13  of  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1938.  The  first  case  concerned  a  cafe  where  the 
premises  and  equipment  were  found  to  be  very  dirty.  The  proprietor  was  convic- 
ted  on  all  of  the  six  summonses  and  was  fined  £l8.,  The  second  case  concerned 
a  Bakery  which  was  dirty  and  mice  infested.  The  Company  was  convicted  on  tv/o 
of  the  four  summonses  and  was  fined  £20.  There  has  been  a  marked  improvemcht 
in  the  standard  of  hygiene  of  both  these  firms  and  the  prosecutions  have  also 
had  a  salutary  effect  on  other  food  traders  in  the  town. 

Fourteen  complaints  regarding  foreign  matter  in  bakers  products  were  re¬ 
ported  to  the  Council  during  the  year.  The  foreign  matter  comprised  glass, 
nails,  lubricating  oil,  coal  and  live  and  dead  insects  in  cakes,  scones,  pies 
and  bread.  It  can  reasonably  be  assumed  that  there  were  mary  more  cases  that 
were  not  reported  to  the  Health  Department  by  the  purchasers.  From  the  en¬ 
quiries  that  have  been  made  it  is  apparent  that  greater  care  must  be  exercised 
not  only  by  bakery  employees  but  also  by  the  suppliers  of  the  cake  Ingredients. 

MEIAT  HYGIEI^. 

Early  in  the  year  the  Government  announced  that  meat  would  be  decontrol¬ 
led  in  July  and  that  local  authorities  would  be  made  reponsible  for  ensuring 
that  sufficient  slaughtering  accoinnodati on  would  be  available  to  traders  to 
meet  the  needs  of  each  district,  Watford  has  been  an  important  centre  for  the 
home-killed  meat  trade  for  many  years;  the  adjoining  local  authorities,  there 
fore,  looked  to  the  Watford  Council  to  initiate  an  enquiry  into  the  needs  of 
the  area.  It  was  foreseen  that  the  pattern  of  trade  would  differ  considerably 
from  that  operating  under  control  yet,  from  the  public  health  and  amenity 
points  of  view,  the  local  authorities  were  reluctant  to  relicense  old  out  of 
date  slaughterhouses  which  had  been  disused  since  the  outbreak  of  war.  To  ex¬ 
amine  the  problem  thoroughly  the  Watford  Council  therefore  arranged  joint 
meetings  betv;een  representatives  of  the  local  authorities  and  the  trade  inter¬ 
ests  concerned.  For  fourteen  years  all  the  slaughtering  for  a  wide  area  had 
been  centralised  in  two  slaughterhouses  in  Watford  which  were  operated  by  the 
Minister  of  Food.  These  slaughterhouses  were  privately  owned  and,  for  a  time, 
it  appeared  that  the  Council  might  be  obliged  to  take  over  one  of  them  when 
the  Minister  relinquished  his  control.  However,  by  the  end  of  June  the  position 
had  clarified;  the  licensees  of  both  the  private  slaughterhouses  gave  under- 


Caterers. 

Grocers. 

Licensed  Premises. 
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takings  to  slaughter  stock  for  other  butchers  as  required  and  a  wholesale  meat 
market  would  be  established  at  one  of  them.  The  arrangements  which  were  made 
have  proved  very  satisfactory,  there  was  no  interruption  of  supplies  during  the 
transitional  period,  and  the  public  are  being  well  servedc 

In  July  the  Minister  of  Food  ceased  to  be  reponsible  for  the  disposal  of 
condemned  meat  and  offals.  These  are  not  without  value  although  the  Council  must 
be  satisfied  that  when  they  are  removed  from  the  slaugliterhouses  they  will  be 
handled  and  ultimately  disposed  of  without  danger  to  the  public  health. 

The  slaughterhouse  managers  have  been  authorised  to  dispose  of  condemned 
meat  and  offals  to  three  firms  of  repute  in  the  London  area  whose  methods  and 
processing  have  been  approved  by  the  local  sanitary  Inspectors.  All  this  meat 
Is  impregnated  with  a  green  dye  before  it  leaves  the  slaughterhouse  premises. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  since  the  Minister  relinquished  control  of 
these  slaughterhouses  there  has  been  a  noteworthy  improvement  in  cleanliness, 
not  only  of  the  premises  but  also  in  the  dressing  of  the  carcases. 

The  driving  of  livestock  through  the  town  continues  to  he  a  source  of  con¬ 
stant  complaint  and  the  Council  has  continued  its  efforts  to  secure  road  trans¬ 
port  of  all  livestock  to  the  slaughterhouses. 


The  following  table  indicates  the  extent  of  tuberculosis  and  other  diseases 
found  on  post  mortem  examination  of  the  animals  slaughtered  during  195U. 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows.^ 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  and  inspected 

5,661 

1,619 

617 

17,1|66 

9,917 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis 

VIhole  carcases  condemned 

1 

3 

13 

7 

31 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

lSk9 

k76 

7 

1196 

litl7 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
diseases  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

3h.k 

29,6 

3,2 

6.9 

li4,6 

Tuberculosis  Only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Ik 

16 

31 

6 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

382 

3I42 

- 

- 

235  ' 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

7..0 

22.1 

0,5 

2.1+ 
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BONE  TAINT 


Imported  Beef  ...  ...  1»273 
Home  Killed 

Beef  ...  ...  ^7 
Pork  ...  • • .  ♦ . .  659 
LiSmib  ,...  ...  9 


For  comparison  purposes,  the  percentages  of  the  animals  found  to  be  diseas¬ 
ed  during  the  post-war  years  are  set  out  in  the  following  table: - 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspec¬ 
ted  affected  with  diseases  other 
than  Tuberculosis; 

1947 

38.6 

35.8 

0.8 

8,7 

16.8 

1948 

39.3 

37.0 

0.9 

5.2 

27.9 

1949 

42.4 

37.5 

0.8 

4.5 

20.6 

1950 

42.5 

39.8 

0.9 

7.3 

14.3 

1951 

40.9 

4o.4 

0.9 

4.5 

14.5 

1952 

41.3 

43.0 

1.2 

6.7 

15.4 

1953 

34.5 

35.2 

1,9 

9.6 

20,8 

1954 

34.4 

29.6 

3.2 

6.9 

14.6 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspec¬ 
ted  affected  with  Tuberculosis; 

1947 

12.3 

48.7 

0.07 

3.1 

1948 

12.4 

44.5 

0.5 

- 

7.9 

1949 

10.0 

38.6 

0.2 

- 

5.1 

1950 

10.5 

36.5 

0.4 

- 

5.5 

1951 

8.0 

29.3 

0.3 

- 

3.0 

1952 

7.6 

26.8 

0.2 

- 

3.7 

1953 

8,1 

22.8 

0.1 

- 

3.7 

1954 

7.0 

22.1 

0.5 

2.4 

The  steady  fall  in  the  incidence  of  bovine  tuberculosis,  as  revealed  by 
post-mortem  examinations  in  the  slaughterhouse,  indicates  that  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  continues  to  haveconsiderabl?  success  in  its  campaign 
against  this  disease.,  One  noteworthy  outcome  of  this  campaign  is  the  marked 
decrease  in  the  wight  of  carcase  beef  condemned.  i,e.  from  3^k  tone  in  1947  to 
13i  tons  in  1954.- 

CONGENITAL  TUBERCULOSIS  ’ 


During  the  year  3  calves  vjere  found  to  be  infected  with  tuberculosis  of 
congenital  origin  Only  one  of  these  calves  could  be  correctly  identified  and 
this  was  notified  to  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agri¬ 
culture  and  Fisheries,  Animal  Health  Division  for  investigation  at  the  farm  con¬ 
cerned.  The  cow  concerned  was  identified  and  slaughtered. 
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CYSTICERCIB  BOV  IS 


203  cases  of  Cysticercus  bovis  were  discovered  in  the  7280  cattle  slaughwr- 
ed  In  Watford  during  1954.  This  gives  an  incidence  rate  of  2.8%  compared  with 
3.8%  in  1953  and  3.6%  in  1952. 

The  infected  carcases  were  received  from  many  farms  in  the  South  of  England 
extending  over  a  wide  area  and  from  Ireland 

All  the  Infections  were  very  light  and  the  following  table  shows  the  sites 
of  the  cysts  in  the  infected  carcases.  The  carcases  were  not  released  for  human 
consumption  until  they  had  been  frozen  for  3  weeks  at  a  temperature  not  exceeding 
20°  to  sterilise  any  unidentified  cysts« 


External 

Masseter 

Muscle 

Internal 

Masseter 

Muscle 

Tongue 

Heart 

Diaphragm 

Other 

Sites 

(flable  Cysts 

57 

12 

1 

10 

7 

- 

Degenerate  Cysts 

69 

15 

1 

65 

13 

- 

The  cysts  in  71  cases  (35%)  were  viable  indicating  that  the  infections 
were  of  recent  origin.  This  compares  with  33%  for  1953  and  29%  for  1952. 

PARASITIC  INFECTIONS  OF  SHEEP  LUNGS. 


In  co-operation  with  the  staff  of  the  Veterinary  Laboratory  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  &  Fisheries  an  investigation  has  been  made  into  the  incidence  of 
lungworras  In  sheep.  The  survey  extended  over  twelve  months  and  was  completed  in 
June,  1954.  During  this  period  3,971  sheep  were  examined  in  the  Watford  slaughter 
houses  for  the  presence  of  lungworms.  Tliese  sheep  were  received  from  various 
parts  of  the  country  ranging  from  Devon  to  Northumberland. 

A  synopsis  of  the  findings  is  set  out  below: - 

Of  the  lungs  examined  only  19  were  free  from  superficial  lesions,  1,733 
lungs  were  classified  as  carrying  a  light  infection,  2,038  as  medium  and  l8l  as 
heavy. 


310  lungs  were  sent  to  the  laboratory  for  microscopic  examination.  Four 
different  kinds  of  worms  'were  found,  one  of  which  has  not  previously  been  record¬ 
ed  as  occurring  in  sheep  in  this  country  (C.ocreatus). 

M.capillaris  was  found  in  293  lungs;  C.ocreatus  was  found  in  22:  P.rufescens 
in  2  and  D.f ilaria  in  10.  It  is  suggested  that  the  marked  variation  in  the  in¬ 
cidence  of  the  worms  can  be  explained  by  the  difference  in  distribution  and  habit 
of  the  respective  intermediate  hosts, 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS. 

The  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Amendment)  Act  1954  and  Prevention  of  Cruelty 
Regulations  came  into  force  on  1st  October.  Twenty-three  licenses  have  been 
issued  by  the  Council  authorising  persons  to  slaughter  animals.  It  has  not  been 
necessary  to  report  to  the  Council  ary  infringements  of  the  provisions  of  the 
legislation. 
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DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS. 


During  the  year  three  cases  of  suspected  Sv/ine  Fever  were  found  during  rou¬ 
tine  inspection  at  the  slaughterhouses  and  these  were  duly  notified  to  the  Police 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Acts» 


MILK  SUPPLY 


(a)  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  19^9. 

Registrations  inre;?)ect  of  tliree  dairies  and  twenty  five  distributors  of 
milk  have  been  authorised  by  the  Council  under  the  above  Regulations. 

(b)  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations.  19lt9. 

The  Council  has  granted  two  Dealers  Licences  to  pasteurise  milk  and  one 
Dealers  Licence  to  ster  Hie  milk  at  dairies  within  the  Borough  Licences  for 

the  sale  of  milk  under  the  above  Regulations  were  granted  during  the  year  as 
follows:- 


Designated  Milk 

Dealers 

Licences 

Supplementary 

Licences 

Total 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 

10 

2 

12 

Pasteurised  Milk 

lU 

3 

17 

Sterilised  Milk 

19 

1 

20 

Close  supervision  has  been  maintained  on  the  purity  of  milk  sold  within  the 
Borough  and  the  following  samples  have  been  submitted  to  the  Bacteriologist  at 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Watford:- 

Sterilised  Milk  ...  23 

T.T. Pasteurised  Milk  18 
Pasteurised  Milk  ....  38 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk,...  1 

All  these  samples  of  milk  complied  with  the  statutory  standards  although  on 
2  occasions  the  methylene  blue  tests  on  pasteurised  milks  were  declared  void  by 
reason  of  high  atmospheric  tanperature. 

The  reconstruction  of  a  large  dairy  within  the  Borough  has  been  completed 
during  the  year...  The  "holder"  type  pasteurising  plant  has  been  replaced  ty  "High 
Temperature  Short  Time"  plant  and  improved  milk  sterilisation  equipment  has  been 
installed, 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (MILK.  DAIRIES  AND  ARTIFICIAL  CREAM)  ACT.  1950 , 
Specification  of  Areas. 

The  Minister  of  Food  has  specified  that,  as  from  1st  January  195U  milk  of 
a  special  designation  only  may  be  sold  in  Watford  and  adjacent  districts. 
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ICE  CREAM. 


There  are  six  premises  witlun  the  Borough  in  which  ice  cream  is  manufactur¬ 
ed;  they  are  kept  under  close  supervision  but  the  producers  are  well  aware  of 
the  importance  of  maintaining  a  high  standard  of  hygiene  throughout  their  pro¬ 
cessing,  storage  and  distribution^ 

Samples  of  ice  cream  are  frequently  sutaitted  for  bacteriological  examin¬ 
ation  and  the  following  table  diows  the  results  of  the  39  samples  ’which  were 
taken  during  195^;. 


Grade  r  29 

"  II  7 

«  III  1 

"  IV  2 


) 

)  92%  of  total 
)  satisfactory 
) 


Composition 

The  statutory  minimum  content  for  ice  cream  is  5  per  cent  fat;  10  per  cent 
sugar  and  Is  per  cent  milk  solids  other  than  fat. 


Seven  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  chemical  examination 
The  reports  are  summarised  in  the  following  table: - 


Sample  Number 

Fat  Content 

Sugar  Content 

Milk  Solids 

1 

7.3 

Ik.Q 

11.3 

2 

11.3 

11.7 

9.2 

3 

11*6 

ll.i4 

9.6 

h 

9.6 

12.9 

9.9 

5 

10.8 

12,h 

9.7 

6 

11.0 

11.0 

9o8 

7 

10.3 

12.1 

9.2 

The  above  analyses  indicate  that  the  quality  of  ice  cream  being  sold  in 
Watford  is  of  a  high  standard. 


FOOD  POISONING 


Twelve  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  involving  23  persons  were  notified  dur¬ 
ing  the  year.  One  death  occurred  the  cause  of  'which  was  found,  by  post-mortem 
examination  to  be  "croupous  ileitis  and  general  peritonitis".  In  the  Patholo¬ 
gist's  opinion  this  condition  arose  as  a  result  of  food  poisoning,  and  proteus 
vulgaris  was  isolated  on  sub-culture. 

In  one  outbreak  the  most  careful  investigation  failed  to  reveal  either 
the  infecting  organism  or  the  foodstuff  responsible,  and  in  only  one  other  out¬ 
break  was  it  possible  to  discover  the  food  which  had  caused  the  illness. 

A  summary  of  the  twelve  outbreaks  is  set  out  in  tabular  form  overleaf: 
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Number  of 
Outbreaks 

Number  of 
Cases 

Number  of 
Deaths 

Organism  Responsible 

Fopds  Suspected 

1 

2 

Nil 

Clostridium  welchii 

Pork  Sausages 

2 

6 

Nil 

Shigella  sonnei 

Unknown 

6 

7 

Nil 

Salmonella 

typhimurium 

-  do.  - 

X  1 

1 

Nil 

Salmonella  monti video 

-  do.  - 

1 

1 

1 

Proteus  Vulgaris 

-  do.  - 

1 

6 

Nil 

Unknown 

-  do.  - 

12 

23 

1 

X  This  case  refers  to  a 
this  country  and  v/ho 

Swedish  lady  who  became  ill  shortly  after  arrival  in 
apparently  ate  the  infected  food  before  she  disembarked. 

Tribute  must  again  be  paid  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  for 
their  valuable  and  willing  co-operation  in  all  the  investigations. 

ADULTERATION  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 

The  Report  of  the  Public  Analyst  on  samples  submitted  for  examination  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  195U  is  as  follows:- 

* 

•'The  number  of  samples  examined  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  during  the  per 
iod  under  review  amounted  to  101,  of  which  23  were  Formal  and  76  Informal. 

The  23  Formal  samples  consisted  of  Milk  and  the  following  table  shows 
their  average  composition,  as  compared  with  those  examined  during  the  previous 
year. 

Fat  Solids,  non  Fat. 

1953  ...  3.58%  8.86% 

195^4  ...  3.65%  8.91% 

From  these  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  there  has  been  a  slight  increase, 
both  in  the  fat  and  solids  non-fat  content  of  the  milk  examined  this  year,  as 
compared  with  those  of  1953. 

The  milks,  generally,  were  of  good  quality  and  all  of  them  complied  with 
the  Regulations  in  respect  of  their  composition.  They  conforaed,  moreover,  to 
the  requirements  of  the  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.  in  Food)  Regulations, 
in  respect  of  their  freedom  from  preservatives. 

Your  Chief  Inspector,  Mr. R.V. Jacob,  has  also  submitted  to  me  for  examina¬ 
tion  during  the  year  a  selection  of  different  varieties  of  foods,  drugs,  etc, 
the  chief  of  which  I  will  refer  to  under  the  following  headings. 
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FOODS. 


Pork  and  Beef  Sausages 
Coffee  and  Chicory 
Self  Raisi ng  Flour 
Butter 
Various  jams 
Fish  Cake 
Margarine 
Table  Jellies 
Shredded  Beef  Suet 
Lemon  Cheese 
Meat  Paste 
Baking  Powder 
Orange  Drinks 
Lemon  Squash 
Sponge  Mixture 
Butterscotch 
Sardines. 

CONDIMENTS  Olive  Oil 

Vinegar 
Salad  Cream 
Thick  Sauce 
White  Pepper 
Curry  Powder. 

DRUGS  Seidlitz  Powder 

Cough  Mixtures. 

The  great  majority  of  the  food  products  and  condiments,  on  examination, 
were  found  to  be  of  good  quality  and  in  a  sound,  edible  condition^ 

During  the  past  year  1  have  examined  fourteen  samples  of  sausages,  eleven 
consisting  of  poiic  and  three  of  beef. 

The  Meat  content  of  these  sausages  was  asfollows  - 


Pork  Sausages 

Meat  Content 

Price  when  known 

1 

58;o 

2 

55 

- 

3 

- 

h 

65/0 

- 

5 

Sk/a 

2156  per  lb. 

6 

65% 

2/6d  per  lb. 

7 

65% 

2/lOd  per  lb. 

8 

68/0 

2y6d  per  lb. 

9 

65% 

2/ 6id  per  lb. 

10 

51% 

2/i|d  per  lb. 

11 

6k% 

2/itd  per  lb. 

Average  meat  content 

65% 

(Order  prescribed  65%) 

Beef  Sausages 

1 

5Q% 

- 

2 

55% 

- 

3 

57/0 

2/ Id  per  lb. 

Average  meat  content 

51% 

(Order  prescribed  50^) 
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It  is  interesting  to  record,  therefore,  that  since  their  meat  content  vias 
decontrolled  in  March,  1953,  the  general  quality  of  the  sausages  sold  in  the  Wat¬ 
ford  area  has  been  well  maintained. 

In  one  or  two  instances  I  found  that  samples  of  sausages  submitted  for  anal¬ 
ysis  contained  preservatives  where  no  notice  to  this  effect,  as  required  by  the 
order,  was  displayed  in  the  butchers'  shops.  The  attention  of  the  vendors  con¬ 
cerned  was  drawn  to  this  omission  by  your  Chief  Inspector. 

I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  state  that  all  thesamples  of  food  and  condiments, 
as  set  out  on  Page  33  of  this  report,  complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  and  also  with  their  respective  Statutory  Rules  and  Orders. 

The  samples  of  drugs  examined  during  the  year  were  also  found  to  comply  with 
the  requirements  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  in  respect  of  their  strength  and 
general  composition. 

Seven  samples  of  Ice  cream  were  submitted  to  me  for  analysis  during  the  year 
and  my  findings  are  set  out  on  page  31  of  this  report. 

These  seven  samples  all  fully  comply  with  the  Food  Standards  (Ice  cream) 
Order,  1953,  No. 828,  which  prescribes  that  the  fat  content  of  Icq  cream  should 
not  be  less  than  5.0%  and  the  sugar  content  10.0%, with  7.5%  of  milk  solids  other 
than  fat. 

I  have  been  requested  to  examine  certain  samples  of  jam  for  the  presence  of 
preservatives  for  a  firm  of  Preserve  Manufacturers  in  Watford,  7/ho  are  sending 
their  products  abroad. 

Your  Chief  Inspector  also  submitted  to  me  during  the  year  under  review  a 
number  of  special  samples,  the  majority  of  7/hich  were  connected  with  complaints 
in  respect  of  their  condition,  etc.  and  I  will  now  refer  to  these  under  their 
separate  headings. 

SLICED  BREAD. 

This  bread  contained  embedded  in  it  some  black  brittle  particles.  When 
these  were  removed  and  examined,  they  were  found  to  consist  entirely  of  oxide  of 
iron.  The  presence  of  this  iron  suggested  that  a  little  rust  had  found  its  way 
into  the  flour,  probably  off  the  milling  machine. 

SLICED  BREAD. 


A  further  complaint  was  received  with  reference  to  the  discoloured  appear¬ 
ance  of  a  sliced  loaf  and  here,  again,  when  this  v/as  examined,  the  foreign  matter 
was  found  to  consist  of  particles  of  iron. 

OATMEAL. 

1  was  asked  to  examine  a  sample  of  pinhead  oatmeal,  purchased  from  a  firm  of 
grocers  and  alleged  to  be  contaminated  with  rodents,. 

A  careful  inspection,  coupled  with  a  microscopical  examination,  however, 
failed  to  reveal  the  presence  of  hairs  or  traces  of  animal  excreta  such  as  would 
indicate  contamination  by  rodents, 

I  found,  in  fact,  that  this  oatmeal  was  in  a  quite  clean  and  generally  good 
Condition,  There  v/as,  therefore,  no  justification  for  this  complaint. 


JAM  SPONGE . 


This  sponge  was  stated  to  have  a  musty  flavour,  but  this  could  not  be  con¬ 
firmed  when  a  portion  of  the  sample  was  moistened  with  water  and  incubated  for 
several  days. 

On  the  other  hand,  when  the  fat  was  extracted  from  the  sponge  and  tested  it 
was  found  to  be  slightly  rancid,  but  in  my  opinion  not  sufficiently  so  to  affect 
its  flavour  or  palatability. 

ICED  FRUIT 

A  complaint  was  received  that  this  iced  fruit  bun  contained  some  black  for¬ 
eign  matter.  When  this  was  separated  from  the  bun  and  examined,  it  was  found  to 
consist  of  fine  particles  of  coal  dusto 

SCRAPINGS. 

These  scrapings  were  taken  by  your  Chief  Inspector,  from  a  cake  tray,  fol¬ 
lowing  his  inspection  of  certain  premises  in  the  Watford  district. 

These  scrapings  were  dark  grey  in  colour  and  contained  a  number  of  brittle 
particles,  A  microscopical  examination  revealed  that  these  consisted  chiefly  of 
flour,  together  with  cake  crumbs.  They  were  coated  .'.ith  dust  and  other  extran¬ 
eous  debris,  which  gave  them  the  greyish  appearance. 

A  careful  search  for  the  presence  of  flour  mites,  animal  excreta  or  mould 
growth  gave  negative  results. 

LEMON  JUICE . 


This  sample  v/as  taken  by  the  Police,  at  the  request  of  a  Pathologist  from 
the  residence  of  a  lady  who  had  died  in  Watford  following  a  very  short  Illness 
after  she  had  consumed  some  of  this  Essence  with  a  fish  meal. 

A  detailed  analysis  was  made  of  this  lemon  Juice,  but  this  failed  to  reveal 
the  presence  of  any  irritant  chemical  or  other  substance  of  a  poisonous  charac¬ 
ter,  which  might  have  accounted  for  the  J.ady's  death. 

ELDERBERRY  WINE. 

This  was  a  home-made  wine,  taken  by  a  lady  who  became  ill  soon  after  its 
consumption,  and  the  Doctor  stated  that  the  symptoms  of  the  illness  suggested 
Belladonna  poisoning. 

This  wine  was,  therefore,  examined  for  the  presence  of  Belladonna  alkaloids 
but  no  trace  of  such  alkaloids  could  be  detected.  From  this  it  would  appear 
that  the  wine  had  not  been  responsible  for  the  illness, 

GLASS  VfORKS.  LIVERPOOL  ROAD,  VfATFORD. 

During  the  year  under  review,  I  was  again  requested  by  your  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  Dr.Alcock,  to  investigate  certain  complaints  that  the  gaseous  fumes 
Knitted  from  the  chimney  of  the  above  works  were  causing  damage  to  the  vegetation 
in  the  gardens  of  people  living  within  a  certain  area  of  the  Works. 

Various  specimens  of  leaves  were  submitted  to  me,  together  with  samples  of 
soil  taken  from,  the  gardens  in  question. 
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Control  tests  were  slso  made  on  the  soil  in  ground  situated  at  a  distance 
from  the  works. 

In  all  cases  small  quantities  of  fluorine  were  detected  and  I  understand 
that  Dr.Alcock  is  taking  this  matter  up  witti  the  Glass  Works. 

This,  I  think,  completes  rny  summary  relating  to  the  various  sanples  taken 
in  the  Borough  of  Watford  during  the  past  year,, and,  in  submitting  my  report, 

1  would  like,  at  the  same  time,  to  acknp'wledge  the  valuable  help  and  assistance 
that  I  have  received  from  your  Chief  Inspector,  Mr.R .V. Jacob,  your  Deputy  Chief 
Inspector,  hr.K.H.Marsden,  and  their  colleagues  in  the  Public  Health  Office  at 

Watford." 

(signed) 

C.W.McHugo. 

Public  Analyst  fpr  the 
Bprough  pf  VJatfprd,. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS.  1937  AND  19U8 


Part  1  ~  Health  Provisions, 


1  ,  1 ......  M .  . . . .  .  •  •  ,  ..  . .  ^ 

Number  on 
Register 

Number  of 
Inpections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecutec 

Factories  in  which  Sections  L 
2,  3,  and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authorities. 

k9 

k2 

1 

Factories  not  included  above 
in  vdiich  Section  7  is  enfor¬ 
ced  by  the  Local  Authority 

3h7 

308 

3 

Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority^ 

19 

k 

- 

- 

Total 

- -  ■  , 

Cases  In  wliich  defects  were  found .. 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found. 

Number  of  cases 
in  'Which  prose¬ 
cutions  were 
instituted. 

Referred 

Found 

Remedi ed 

To  H.M.' 

By  K.M. 

Insp. 

Insp. 

Want  of  cleanliness(Sec»l) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  (Sec. 2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperatures 

(Sec. 3) 

•• 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(Sec.it) 

— 

•• 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (Sec. 6) 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(Sec. 7 ) 

(a)  insufficient 

1 

2 

1 

1 

- 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defect! 

ire  it 

19 

1 

- 

- 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexe 

s 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against 

the  Act. 

1 

1 

- 

" 

Total 

6 

22 

2 

1 

- 
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Part  II  -  Safety.  Section  3h  -  Means  of  Escape  in  case  of  Fire , 

29  factories  were  surveyed  during  the  year  in  connection  with  the  require' 
ments  of  the  above-mentioned  Section  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937f  and  as  a  re¬ 
sult  12  new  certificates  were  issued.  The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  is  the 
Corporation's  Authorised  Officer  for  this  work. 

With  the  co-operation  of  the  Borough  Engineer  plans  of  proposed  factories 
or  a  Iterations  to  existing  premises  are  submitted  to  the  Fire  Prevention 
Officer  and  to  this  department  for  observation.  This  procedure  is  beneficial 
both  to  the  developer  and  the  officials. 


Part  VIII  -  Outwork  (Sections  110  and  111) 


Nature  of  Work 

Number  of  out-workers 
as  required  by 

Sec,  110  (1)  (c). 

Wearing  apparel  making 

8 

Furniture  hangings 

1 

The  making  of  paper  boxes 

yi 

Brushm.aki  ng  . » • 

15 

Christmas  Crackers  etc. 

18 

79 

1-  ■  ^  I.  ,   — 

Underground  Bakehouses  -  Section  54  ”  Certificates  of 

Suitability. 

A  certificate  of  Suitability  has  been  issued  in  respect  of  the  one  remain¬ 
ing  underground  bakehouse,  which  is  situated  at  24,  Langley  Road« 


SHOPS  ACT,  1950. 


A  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  under  Shops  Legislation  is  set  out  in 
the  following  table: - 


Routine  visits  to  shops  and  inspection  of  records 

602 

Visits  to  shops  regarding  early  closing  day 

112 

Evening  visits  to  shops  and  observations  after  legal  closing  hours 

d. 

Visits  to  shops  in  respect  of  Sunday  trading 

9 

Number  of  infringements  investigated  and  appropriate  action  taken 

to  remedy  matter  complained  of 

65 

New  shops  added  to  records 

15 

Shops  closed  down 

15 

HEATING  APPLIANCES  (FIREGUARDS)  ACT,  1952 
HEATING  APPLIANCES  (FIREGUARDS)  REGULATIONS,  1953. 

The  above  Act  makes  it  an  offence  to  sell,  in  the  course  of  a  business, 
or  to  let  under  a  hire-purchase  agreemerit  or  on  hire,  or  to  offer  or  expose 
for  sale  or  for  letting,  certain  kinds  of  heating  appliances,  unless  they  are 
fitted  with  a  guard  that  complies  v/ith  the  prescribed  standards.  Second-hand 
appliances  (with  minor  exceptions)  are  not  excluded  from  the  provisions  of  the 
Act. 


The  Regulations  apply  the  Act  (from  the  1st  October  195^4)  to  all  gas 
and  electric  fires  and  oil  heaters  which  are  suitable  for  domestic  purposes, 
except  those  so  designed  that  there  is  no  likelihood  of  Injury  by  burning.  They 
also  prescribe  the  standards  with  which  guards  must  comply;  they  must  be  "robust" 
must  be  "securely  attached"  to  the  appliance  and  must  satisfy  a  probe  test  and 
a  "burning"  test. 

The  Department  commenced  the  testing  qf  guards  on  the  10th  Septemberc 
Some  priority  was  given  to  the  work  in  the  hope  that  ail  models  on  sale  might 
be  reviewed  before  or  within  a  very  short  time  after  the  Act  became  operative, 
and  this  object  was  achieved.  119  different  models  were  examined  and  tested, 
excluding  an  unrecorded  number  which  were  clearly  very  old  stock  that  did  not 
purport  to  comply  with  the  Regulations.  The  inspectors  endeavoured  to  visit 
all  the  premises  within  the  Borough  where  heating  appliances  are  sold  and  at 
them  all,  with  but  one  exception,  fires  were  found  on  sale  that  did  not  comply 
with  the  Regulations,  Some  of  these  were  from  old  stocks,  but  most  of  tliem 
were  fitted  with  guards  that  appeared  or  purported  to  be  satisfactory  but  in 
fact  were  not.  In  all  cases  where  guards  were  disapproved,  both  the  retailer 
and  the  manufacturer  were  advised.  This  led  to  a  niunber  of  Interesting  con¬ 
ferences  with  manufacturers,  and  resulted  in  guards  in  current  production  be¬ 
ing  re-designed  or  modified. 


ERADICATION  QF  INSECT  PESTS. 


Number  of  premises  treated  for  bugs  by  the  Department 

Council  houses 

Nil 

Other  houses 

5 

Number  of  premises  treated  for  other  insect  ;P?sts  by  the 

Health  Department 

i4 

Total 

9 

PREVENTION  QF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT.  19149. 

There  are  two  rodent  operatives  employed  in  the  Department  and  they  are 
provided  with  a  light  van  for  the  transport  of  poison  baits  etc. 

With  the  co-operation  of  the  Borough  Engineer  the  public  sewers  were  sub¬ 
jected  to  two  rodent  destruction  campaigns  in  accordance  with  the  instructions 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

The  Council  has  continued  its  policy  of  providing  a  free  service  for  dom¬ 
estic  dwellings. 

The  following  statistics,  as  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries,  show  the  work  carried  out  by  the  rodent  operatives  during  the  year 
ending  31st  March  1955:“ 


Type  of  Property 

Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Agri¬ 

cultural 

All  other 
(including 
Business  & 
Industrial ) 

Total 

I.  Total  number  of 
properties  in  Local 
Authority's  Dis¬ 
trict.  (Notes  1  &  2) 

66 

20,850 

1 

2,500 

23,i4l6 

1 1. Number  of  properties 
inspected  by  the  LocdL 
Authority  during  the 

15  months  ended  31st 
March,  195^;,  as  a  res¬ 
ult  of  (a ) notification 
(b)  survey  (c)  other- 
wise(Notes  1,  2  &  3 ) 

(a)  5 

278 

- 

hS 

331 

(b)  18 

68i+ 

22 

IZh 

<c)  11 

660 

- 

1,121 

1,792 

III  Number  of  properties 
inspected  (See  Section 
II)  vdiich  were  found 
to  be  infested  by  rats 
(Notes  1,  2  &  3) 

Major  8 

Minor  1 

2 

Ul6 

- 

1 

2h 

11 

hhi 

IV. Number  of  properties 
inspected  (See  Section 
11)  which  were  found 
to  be  seriously  infes¬ 
ted  by  mice. (Notes  1, 

2  &  3) 

Major  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Mi  nor  2 

69 

- 

30 

101 

V.  Number  of  infested 
properties  (See  Sec¬ 
tions  111  &  IV)  treat¬ 
ed  by  the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority  (Notes  1,2  &  3) 

11 

hQl 

- 

55 

553 

VI  Number  of  notices  ser¬ 
ved  under  Section  h 

1.  Treatment 

2.  Structural  Works 
(i.e.  Proofing) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Vll  Number  of  cases  in 
which  default  action 
was  taken  by  the  Loc¬ 
al  Authority  following 
the  issue  of  a  notice 
under  Section  ho 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

VIII.  Legal  Proceedings 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

IX  Number  of  "block" 
control  schemes 
carried  out. 

155 

3 

158 

-  ho  - 


NOTES 


Note  1,  (a)  With  the  exception  of  agricultural  properties,  a  property  means 

one  which  is  entered  separately  in  the  Valuation  Roll  for  the 
area. 


(b)  Only  properties  devoted  to  agricultural  or  horticultural  prod¬ 
uction  in  respect  of  which  returns  are  made  under  the  Agricul¬ 
ture  Act,  19^47,  should  be  entered  as  agricultural  properties. 

Note  2.  (a)  Council  houses  should  be  entered  in  Column  (2) 

(b)  Premises  used  by  the  Local  Authority  for  the  purposes  of  trade 
should  be  entered  in  Column  (li) 


(c)  Sewers  should  not  be  included. 

(d)  Combined  dwelling  and  business  premises,  where  occupied  by  the 
same  person,  diould  be  regarded  as  business  premises  and  should 
be  entered  in  Column  (ii).  Where  the  dwelling  and  business  parts 
of  the  premises  are  in  separate  occupation,  separate  entries 
should  be  made  in  Columns  (2)  and  (h). 

Note  3.  For  the  purpose  of  completing  Sections  II,  III,  IV  and  V,  each 

property  should  be  entered  once  only  in  respect  of  inspections, 
infestations  or  treatment® 
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